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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C 20S54

MAY 3

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
United States Senator
10440 North Central Expressway. Suite 1160
LB 606
Dallas. Texas 75231

Dear Senator Hutchison

1996

Thank you for your letter of March 26, 1996, on behalf of your constituents,
Ethel and Don McLeod, regarding the Commission's decision to freeze acceptance of paging
applications. Mr. and Mrs. McLeod express concern that the suspension of processing of
paging applications will adversely affect small businesses that provide paging services.

The Commission is currently conducting a rulemaking proceeding that proposes to
transition from licensing paging frequencies on a transmitter-by-transmitter basis to a
geographic licensing approach, using auctions to award licenses where there are mutually
exclusive applications. In conjunction with that proceeding, the Commission initially froze
processing of applications for paging frequencies. On April 23, 1996, the Co . sion
released a First Report and Order in WT Docket 96-18 ad PP Docket. 93-253 which adopted
interim measures governing the licensing of paging systems and partially lifte the interim
freeze for incumbent paging licensees. For your convenience and information, enclosed is a
copy of the Press Release concerning the First Report and Order, which includes a summary
of the principal decisions made. Specifically., small and medium sized incumbent paging
companies will be permitted to expand their service areas if the proposed new site is within
65 kilometers (40 miles) of an authorized and operating site. These interim rules will remain
in effect until the Commission adopts final rules in the paging proceeding.

Thank you for your inquiry

Sincerely.

~C~
Chief, ('ommercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

Enclosure
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TEXAS

tlnittd ~tattS ~mQtr
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4304

March 26, 1996

RESPECTFULLY REFERRED TO:

Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
Room 857, 1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

COMMITTEES:

ARMED SERVICES
SMAll BUSINESS

COMMERCE. SCIENCE.
AND TRANSPORTATION
SELECT INTELLIGENCE
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The attached communication was forwarded to Senator Hutchison by a
constituent who is concerned about a matter that falls within your agency's jurisdiction.
I would appreciate it if appropriate inquiries could be initiated on this individual's behalf,
and if a full response could be prepared for me to report to the constituent.

It would be very helpful if the attached were to accompany your response. In the
event you require more information, please do not hesitate to contact me in Dallas at
(214)361-3500.

Thank you for your courtesy.

PLEASE REPLY TO:

Office of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Attention: Mary Fae Kamm
10440 North Central Expressway, Suite 1160
LB 606
Dallas, Texas 75231

Enclosure
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Paging Services

Cellular Activations

24 Hour Communication Center

Voice Mail

Fax Broadcasting

Operator Services

National 800 Call Processing

II
STENOCALL

a division of Lubbock Radio Paging Service. Inc.
Established 1954

1515 Avenue.

P.O. Box 1012i

Lubbock. Texas 79401:

(806) 762-0811

(800) 658·2612

Fax (806) 763-9466

March 22, 1996

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchinson
united States Senator from Texas
Russell Senate Office Building
washington, D. C. 20510-6125

Dear Senator Hutchison:
\.0
<:::>

As w~ am sure you are aware, the FCC has imposed a freeze on
the =f,J..ling of applications to expand and improve existing
pagi!Rg service in the United States. This was imposed on
Feb~ary 8, 1996.

"-J
We~e members of a coalition of paging carriers who provide
ser\tice to the public and who feel that the FCC truly does
no&~understand the devastating effect this freeze has on our
idaUstry. Quite personally, it has been a struggle to build
our company and you can be assured there is a lot of competi
tion in the paging industry, but with the freeze we will not
be able to expand.

We are attaching a copy of a letter which Senator Pressler
forwarded to Mr. Hundt, Chairman of the FCC, for your in
formation. We would be extremely grateful if you could also
write a letter to the FCC supporting our position.

We hope to see you again when you get back to Lubbock and
thanks so much for your consideration.glY,
Ethel McLeod, CEO

~h1.~~
Don McLeod, President



COMMtTT!! ON COMMERCE. SelENe,.
A.ND TRANSPORTATION

WA.SHIN~TON. DC 20& 1l)-6125

March 15, 1996

The Hononble Reed E. HWldT
Chairm:m
Federal Communications Commission

-----19f9-M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington., D.C 205.54

Re: NofJ~e of Proposed Rule.m2king
WT Do~et No. 96-18; PP Docket No. 93-253

Dear Cbairman H\mdt:

I am writini to express my concern about recent actions taken by the
Federal Communications Commi~tion tlw have an adverse ilnpact on the pagicg
industrY. On February 8, 1996. the Commission imposed a freeze 01:1 ac;cepta.nce
31\d proeess.U1g of virtually all pagina applica.ticms, including appliea.ti.ons for new'
or modified facilities by incumbe:m paging operators, in the above-rcferenc:ed
Notice of Proposed R\1lomakina. Tbi~ m~ b"".dly sppli.t ~~ 3ll po.siAs
operators with the sole exception of those licensed to use nationwide channels.
I understand that none ofthc: comments filed 'Nit:b. the Commission have supported
the freeze.

1have learned that this 2.etion was taken by the Commission without first
seelQns the views of those businesses directly affected.. and may be haviDS an -'
adverse economic impact on the robust U.S. paging industry. including drops in
sales and stocl: prices ofpubUcly t:ra~ c:ompanies. Apart from the revenues and
employment p:neratcd by this industrY. the freez! affecrs tbc more than 34 raillion
subscribers, both bwiness and personal USc:I'S. who wo rely on pagi.ng ~o provi4c a
range of wireleu messaging servie~$ mdu_ t:riti,al anCTgrncy and Efe ropport
services. The freeze ako is impaetit\g the major manufacturers of paging
equipmeJ1t - ill of which are American eompwes.
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Rc:garclless of the Corn.mis~Ot1·s intentions to act quickly on the underlying
rulemaJcing, even a. relarively short d~lay could ha~ an adv~tse impact on this
highly c:omfleririvell.dustTy in terms of 10$1 opportwlities in the marketplace. Tam
particularly concerned !bout the impac: on local and regional carriers. :many of
wh_!,?,! ar: ::::2~ :::::"<:',ul:'.:a, ..... llo compete on a daily basis with nationwide
competitors ~ho are exempted from the freeze.

In the Notice of hoposed Ru1eln~, the Commission ackn.owledges thaI
paging is a highly competitive industrY and that licensees must expand or modify
facilities on a regular basis in ordlr to rne~t customer demand and increase their
competitiveness. Yet a number of examples have been brought to my atTention of
the ways in whice the freeze preclu.d=s the ability of companies to mett the needs
of 'their customers through the c:(J)wion an.d improvement of existing $ystem.$.
The frccz.e may also iDhibit introduction of adva.l\eed wiIeless messaging services
which are in the pro,ess ofbeing ~troduccd by the industry. These include
Internet e~mai1 and enhanced text services such as stock Ciuotes, .o.ews and sportS
npnsn:~~ vi, Llpiumumeric p6SC:.rs.

I thus urge the Co:n.mUslon [0 -.a.ithdraw the freeze on incumbent licensees
without further delay.

Tha.a.k you fer your coasid.eration of the views expressed in this letter. W~

look forward to wnrlring ...-ith you on UU:: mAf'l~



cc: Commercial Wireless Division
File Copy
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